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ESSAIS, ANGERVILLE. Organis®e ¨ Angerville, environ 70 kilom¯tres au sud de Paris, la 
premi¯re manche du championnat dôEurope de Karting a connu son premier moment fort ce 
vendredi apr¯s-midi lors des premi¯res s®ances qualiýcatives. Le Fran­ais Armand Convers 
(en KF1) et le Belge Jonathan Thonon (en KZ1) ont parfaitement d®but® leur week-end en 
signant la pole position. Mais la route est encore longue avant les ýnales de dimancheé

Ils sont 177 et ils viennent des quatre coins dôEurope, mais aussi du Japon, du Canada et des 
Etats-Unis. R®partis dans les cat®gories KF1 (cat®gorie-reine des karts çautomatiquesè), KZ1 
(1¯re division des karts de 125cc ¨ bo´te de vitesses) et KZ2 (2e division des karts de 125cc 
¨ bo´te de vitesses), ils ont rejoint le circuit Gabriel Thirouin dôAngerville pour la premi¯re 
®preuve du championnat europ®en. 

Premi¯re constatation, les d®bats sôannoncent plus ouverts que jamais en KF1 o½, au terme 
des essais qualiýcatifs, les 43 pilotes engag®s pointent tous dans la m°me seconde ! Et côest 
pour 5 centi¯mes seulement que le Fran­ais Armand Convers (PCR-TM) a sign® le meilleur 
chrono. Le fer de lance de lôusine PCR a devanc® le jeune espoir n®erlandais Jack Te Braak 
(Zanardi-Parilla) et lô®tonnant Fran­ais Jean-Philippe Guignet, qui d®montre le retour en 
forme de CRG et de son motoriste Maxter. Quatri¯me, le rookie belge Yannick De Brabander 
(Intrepid-TM) sôest ®galement offert le luxe de devancer le triple champion dôEurope et cham-
pion du monde Marco Ardigo (Tony Kart-Vortex), cinqui¯me mais avec un ®cart de 169 milli¯-
mes seulement. Suivent ensuite le Finlandais Matias Laine (Tony-Vortex), lôItalien Alessandro 
Bressan (Kosmic-Vortex) et Arnaud Kozlinski (CRG-Maxter), deuxi¯me Fran­ais.

Vainqueur de la Coupe du Monde en 2007 et grand favori du championnat dôEurope, Jonathan 
Thonon (CRG-Maxter) a conýrm® son statut en sôadjugeant d®j¨ la pole position en KZ1. Le 
Belge a devanc® son ®quipier italien et tenant du titre europ®en, Alessandro Manetti, de 133 
milli¯mes. Avec Manuel Cozzaglio (Intrepid-TM), Rick Dreezen (CRG-Maxter) et Roberto To-
ninelli (Intrepid-TM), le top 5 est la chasse gard®e des Belges et des Italiens, mais aussi des 
ensembles CRG-Maxter et Intrepid-TM. Pour arbitrer ces duels, on peut toutefois compter sur 
lôex-champion dôEurope n®erlandais Bas Lammers (Top Kart-TM), les Fran­ais Thomas Mich 
(Birel-TM) et Norman Nato (Intrepid-TM) et les Italiens Davide Gaggianesi (Tony Kart-Vortex) 
et Alessandro Piccini (Maranello-TM). Pas de doute, d¯s les premi¯res manches qualiýcatives 
de ce samedi, la cat®gorie KZ1 sera elle aussi tr¯s disput®e !
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PRACTICE, ANGERVILLE. Taking place at Angerville, about 70 kilometres to the south of 
Paris, the ýrst round of the CIK-FIA European Karting Championships got under way this Fri-
day afternoon with the ýrst serious competitive session, the timed qualifying practice. French-
man Armand Convers in KF1 and Belgian Jonathan Thonon in KZ1 made perfect starts to their 
weekend  by securing pole position. But itôs a long way yet to Sundayôs ýnalsé..

There are 177 drivers and they come from all 4 corners of Europe, with Japan, Canada and 
the United States are also represented here. Taking part in Classes KF1 (the premier class of 
125cc direct drive) KZ1 (the premier class for 125cc gearbox karts) and KZ2 (the second tier 
of 125cc gearbox karts), they all gathered at the Gabriel Thirouin dôAngerville circuit for the 
ýrst action in the European Championships.

At ýrst glance, the competition would appear to be more open than ever in KF1 where, at the 
end of qualifying, one second covered 43 drivers. And it was only by 0.05 (ýve hundredths) of 
a second that Frenchman Armand Convers (PCR-TM) set the best time. The PCR factory spea-
rhead led the young Dutch hope Jack Te Braak (Zanardi-Parilla) and the astonishing French-
man Jean-Philippe Guignet  showing a return to form on his CRG-Maxter. In 4th place was 
the Belgian rookie Yannick de Brabander (Intrepid-TM) who took the rare pleasure of going 
quicker than 3 times European Champion and reigning World Champion Marco Ardigo (Tony 
Kart-Vortex), 5th but by a margin of just 0.169 of a second. Following them were the Finn 
Matias Laine (Tony-Vortex), Italyôs Alessandro Bressan (Kosmic-Vortex) and Arnaud Kozlinski 
(CRG-Maxter), the second Frenchman.

Winner of the World Cup in 2007 and hot favourite for the European Championship, Jona-
than Thonon (CRG-Maxter) conýrmed his status by already taking pole position in KZ1. The 
Belgian headed his Italian team mate, and holder of the European title, Alessandro Manetti, 
by 0.133 of a second. With Manuel Cozzaglio (Intrepid-TM), Rick Dreezen (CRG-Maxter) and 
Roberto Toninelli (Intrepid-TM) completing the top 5, the Belgians and the Italians are well in 
the hunt, as CRG-Maxter and Intrepid-TM also lead the way. To challenge this domination are 
the Dutch ex European champion Bas Lammers (Top Kart-TM), the Frenchmen Thomas Mich 
(Birel-TM) and Norman Nato (Intrepid-TM) and the Italians Davide Gaggianesi (Tony Kart-Vor-
tex)  and  Alesandro Piccini (Maranello-TM). Without doubt, as the ýrst of the qualifying races 
take place on Saturday, the KZ1 class will be very hotly disputed.


