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CHAMPIONSHIP

LAUSITZRING, QUALIFYING. 26 year old British driver Lee Harpham (Anderson-Rotax)
will start tomorrow on pole position in each of the two races of the second event of the CIK-
FIA European Superkart Championship on the Lausitzring circuit (Germany), host of a round
of the DTM series for which in excess of 80,000 spectators will be present tomorrow.

Leading a number of German drivers, Peter Elkmann (MS Kart-Yamaha) set the second fas-
test time only 0.135 of a second slower than Lee Harpham. Malcolm Crowe (Anderson-FPE)
posted the third fastest time.

A downpour of rain during the afternoon had potentially compromised the second qualifying
session with the adverse track conditions, but the progressive return of the sunshine had
given drivers hope to achieve quicker speeds. At the end of the session most drivers had
not even matched their times set in the morning session. The most notable exception was
Benjamin Mahé (PVP-FPE), co-leader of the Championship standings, who was a revelation
in transforming his thirteenth place of the morning with a good fourth place. Fifth was Mark
Owens (ADE-DEA) who had equally been one of those rare cases of a driver improving his
time from the morning session when he was eigth.

The first ten drivers were all timed within one second of each other which sets the stage for
two competitive races. Behind the first five drivers are Carl Hulme (Anderson-FPE), John Ri-
ley (Anderson-Rotax), Damien Payart (PVP-FPE) and the defending Champion, Gavin Bennett
(Anderson-FPE).

The surprise of these sessions has been the emergence of the Norwegian Martin Erik Gjert-
sen (PVP-PVP), a good tenth on his first appearance in the Division One Superkart twin cy-
linder class (he has moved up following the demise of the Division Two single cylinder motor
class).

The two Superkart races are battled out tomorrow at 9.10 and 16.45.

All the results will be published live on www.cikfia.com (www.cikfia.com/News2008/
Lausitz.htm).

Lausitz, 17.05.2008
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LAUSITZRING, ESSAIS QUALIFICATIFS. Le Britannique Lee Harpham (Anderson-Rotax)
s’élancera demain de la pole-position de chacune des deux courses de la deuxiéme épreuve
du Championnat d’Europe CIK-FIA de Superkart sur le circuit du Lausitzring (Allemagne),
hote d’'une manche de la série DTM pour laquelle plus de 80’000 spectateurs sont attendus
demain.

Chef de file des nombreux pilotes allemands, Peter Elkmann (MS Kart-Yamaha) s’est emparé
du deuxieme meilleur temps, a seulement 135 milliemes de seconde de Lee Harpham. Mal-
colm Crowe (Anderson-FPE) a signé la troisieme meilleure performance.

Une averse de pluie dans le courant de I'aprés-midi a failli compromettre la deuxiéme session
et les conditions de piste, mais le retour progressif du soleil a asséché plus vite qu’espéré les
trajectoires. En fin de session, les plus habiles ont méme réussi a améliorer leur temps de la
premiere séance. Ce fut notamment le cas de Benjamin Mahé (PVP-FPE), co-leader au classe-
ment provisoire du Championnat, qui réussissait in-extremis a transformer sa treizieme place
du matin par une bonne quatriéme place. Cinquieme, Mark Owens (ADE-DEA) a également
été parmi les rares pilotes a progresser dans la hiérarchie lors de la deuxieme séance d’es-
sais.

Les dix premiers pilotes sont regroupés dans la méme seconde, ce qui laisse présager de
courses animées. Derriere le quitet de téte, pointent Carl Hulme (Anderson-FPE), John Riley
(Anderson-Rotax), Damien Payart (PVP-FPE) et le Champion en titre, Gavin Bennett (Ander-
son-FPE).

La surprise de ces essais a été I'ccuvre le Norvégien Martin Erik Gjertsen (PVP-PVP), bon
dixiéme pour sa toute premiére apparation dans la Division 1 des Superkarts a moteurs bicy-
lindres (il courait jusqu‘a I'an dernier dans la Division 2, aux moteurs monocylindres).

Les deux courses de Superkarts se disputeront demain a 9h10 et 16h45.

Tous les résultats seront publiés en direct sur www.cikfia.com (www.cikfia.com/News2008/
Lausitz.htm).

Lausitz, 17.05.2008
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